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Chaudhry Gurmail Singh honored in USA

O.P.Balley
We take this opportunity to emphasize the importance of social get-togethers with Chaudhry Gurmail
Singh, former Education Minister of
Punjab, on three different occasions,
as under. Mr. O. P.Balley, having
known Mr. Gurmail Singh from his
college days and a close friend of the
family, had the privilege and the
honor of welcoming, co-ordinating
and introducing the visiting guest of
honor on all the three events.
September 27th, 2013:- A
special community gathering attended by about 150 prominent people, was held in his honor in Mehran
Restaurant, Pittsburg where he was
given a standing ovation by the participants. The event was very successfully hosted by the family of
Lamberdar Jarnail Singh, the younger
brother of Chaudhry Gurmail Singh.
Lamberdar Jarnail Singh who is also
a former Sarpanch of his village,
Sakruli in Hoshiarpur District, has
arranged this private trip to USA.

Chaudhry sahib, while thanking the
audience shared his noble and valuable thoughts with the participants.
October 5th,2013:- This
event was organized in the honor of
Chaudhry Gurmail Singh under the
auspices of Dr.Ambedkar Educational
Aid society (Fremont). Mr. R.C.Paul
Retired PCS (judicial) who has now
immigrated to USA to join his son,
Mr. Shashi Paul, Advocate, was also
honored on this occasion. Both the
dignitaries were honored with plaques
for their distinguished services in
their respective fields. The honorable
guests thanked the participants and
shared their majestic thoughts and
experiences with the audience.
Other prominent community
leaders who shared their concerns
and thoughts with the guests included Mr. Ram Murti Saroay, chairman of the society Mr. Amrik chand
Lakha CPA,
Mr. Sucha Ram Bhalta. Mr
Balvir Thind, Mr.Ram Saran and Mr.
Balvir Singh Sheemar.

October
14th,
2013:Chaudhry Gurmail Singh accompanied by Mr. O.P.Balley, Mr. Jarnail
Singh and Mr. Karamjit Rattu attended the dinner hosted to honor Mr.
Singh in Elk- Grove, Sacramento, by
the members of the United Awareness Committee Of The Ravidassia
Community ,California, USA. Mr.
Singh was honored with a befitting
reception and a plaque on behalf of
the Awareness committee. The prominent members of the community who
participated in the event included Mr.
Paramjit Bhutta, Mr Tavinder Kazla,
Hans Raj Kajla, Rakesh Chander,Mr.
Prem Chumber (Ambedkar Times) Mr.
Sonu Ambedkar and Mr. Sukh Ram.
They had an open dialogue with Mr.
Singh on various issues.
Mr Gurmail Singh , while addressing the audience, appreciated
the progress made by our community
diaspora in economic and educational
fields.
Chaudhry Gurmail Singh also
attended the Bhog ceremony held on

September 29th , 2013 in the loving
memory of late Bibi Kartar Kaur Bains
,mother of Mr. Avtar Singh Bains at
Sri Guru Ravidass temple, Pittsburg.
He was also honored by the temple
with a “SAROPA” for his noble efforts
to embellish the image of the community. We thank Chaudhry Gurmail
Singh for gracing the above occasions with his presence and inspiring
words and a productive dialogue, for
his innovative measures and efforts in
the field of education, during his
tenure as Minister of education in the
state of Punjab.
We should continue to
arrange and encourage such social
meetings
more
frequently
to
strengthen the fabric of mutual solidarity and understanding on the issues of common interest of the
community.
We wish Chaudhry
Sahib a very pleasant, happy and a
enjoyable trip abroad.
We also thank his younger
brother, Mr Jarnail Singh and his family for their help.

BABASAHEB DR. B.R. AMBEDKAR, BUDDHISM AND DALIT EMANCIPATION
Prem K. Chumber
Editor-in-Chief:
www.ambedkartimes.com
Babasaheb Dr. B. R. Ambedkar
converted to Buddhism at the historic
public ceremony in Nagpur on October
14, 1956. The decision to embrace Buddhism by Dr. Ambedkar was not at all a
sudden attempt. It took him more than
two decades (from Yeola Conference,
October 13, 1935, where he took the
vow that ‘even though I am a Hindu
born, I will not die a Hindu’, to the historic Nagpur conversion ceremony, October 14, 1956, the day he embraced
Buddhism with thousands of his followers) to translate his vow for conversion
into reality.
He decided to embrace Buddhism after thoroughly exhausting all
possible ways of reforming Hinduism
from within and exploring the possibility
of conversion to Christianity, Sikhism,
and Islam for overcoming the oppressive
structures of Brahminical social order
(BSO) in India. Converting to Buddhism,
in fact, was a unique and meticulously
calculated move. It was a unique move
in the sense that though there have been

many instances of individual conversions
to Buddhism, the real credit for systematically organizing collective conversion
to Buddhism on a mass scale in India,
beyond doubt, goes to Dr. Ambedkar.
The historic conversion ceremony at
Nagpur assumed further importance
with the publication of The Buddha and
his Dhamma shortly after the demise of
Babasaheb on December 6, 1956.
Dr. Ambedkar discovered in
conversion to Buddhism the most desired and reliable way of overcoming the
centuries-old system of social exclusion.
According to Babasaheb, the central thesis of the Buddhist philosophy revolves
around two major problems: the first
problem was that there was suffering in
the world and the second was how to
remove this suffering and make mankind
happy. Since caste and caste based social exclusion dehumanizes the Dalits,
Babasaheb underlined the urgency of
caste annihilation. It is in this context
that conversion to Buddhism becomes
meaningful. Another aspect that underlines the importance of conversion to
Buddhism encourages strategic alliance
between the non-Brahminical/ Shudras/

Bahujan Samaj/ artisans and the
Dalit/Ati Shudras sections of the Indian
society and calls for their united front
against the oppressive and hegemonic
structures of Brahminical social order.
Forging unity among the victims of the
‘varna order’ in turn aimed at reclaiming
India on the basis of the neoBuddhist identity.
The very fact that Dr. Ambedkar
founded three political parties (the Independent Labour Party, All India Scheduled Castes Federation and the
Republican Party of India), and the leading role that he played in drafting the
Constitution of independent India, vindicated his active involvement in the polity
and society of the country even after denouncing Hinduism publicly in1935 and
later on embracing Buddhism in 1956.
Babasaheb Dr. Ambedkar used to emphasize on the application of scientific
approach to solve the question of caste
and social exclusion.
His movement also became very
popular in Punjab. He visited Punjab
thrice. It was during his last visit in October 27-29, 1951 that he spoke at
length to his people in Punjab about his

approach and ways of Dalit empowerment. He delivered speeches at Jalandhar, Ludhiana and Patiala and also
addressed the students of D.A.V. College Jalandhar.
Though the people of Punjab
were well impressed by his great movement but they could not follow him so
closely in relation to conversion to Buddhism. Late D. C. Ahir, a renowned
Ambedkarite Buddhist and world reputed scholar of Buddhism, was of the
opinion that due to deep faith of Scheduled Castes population of Punjab, especially of the Doaba region, in the
teachings and spirituality of Saheb Shri
Guru Ravidass Ji, Buddhism could not
become so popular in this state. Another
possible reason behind the deep popularity of the teachings of Saheb Shri
Guru Ravidass in Punjab could be the
concerted efforts of Babu Mangu Ram
Mugowalia and the mass appeal of his
famous Ad Dharm movement. The
popularity of Ad Dharm can be known
from the fact that some of the scholars
of late started advocating that the principles of “Ad Dharm” are also followed
in Buddhism.
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BAZAAR

Jai Ram Gaught

Harjit Gaught (Happy)

Indian, Pakistani & Fijjian Groceries
We are open 7 DAYS A WEEK TIME : 9:00 A.M. TO 8:30 P.M.
WE ACCEPT FOOD STAMPS
RENT DVDS & BUY CLOTHES ENJOY YOUR DAY WITH HOPES
EVERY SATURDAY & SUNDAY SPECIAL DISCOUNT ON GROCERIES

Call to Happy- Cell : (209) 594-8473 Ph: (209) 478-0285 Fax : (209) 477-3206

sfzy kol eyarlfeIn itktF vI AuplbwD hn.

Email: indiabazaar08@yahoo.com
304 E HAMMER LANE # 12, STOCKTON CA, 95210

AAA AUTO &
BODY WORKS INC.
sfzy iewQy hr iksm dIaF kfrF dI murMmq aqy irpyar
qoN ielfvf kfrF dy pyNt df kMm qswlIbKÈ kIqf jFdf hY.
purfxIaF kfrF KrIdx aqy to-trwk df Kfs pRbMD hY.

We Do Complete Engine Transmission, Body and
Paint Work We Sell Used Cars at a Good Price

Prop: Jasbir Singh Takhar
510-755-2132

Free Eximates

Free Towing

510- 733- 2222
1421 Industrial PKWY West#F Hayward, CA 94544

Surinder Koka
www.haywardtandoor.com
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FREE WiFi

BIG
SCREEN
TV

Annabelle’s

IN OLD
SACRAMENTO

Pizza & Pasta Kitchen

PIZZA, PASTA, SPAGHETTI, BAKED MACARONI & CHEESE, SALAD BAR (16 Varieties)

Italian Buffets, Indian Foods. (Italian Buffet $6.99)
Hall free for Jago, Birth Day & Wedding Parties.
Seven days open from 11 AM to 4 PM

Variety of Sandwiches are also available

Varieties of Video Games Available

FREE WiFi

FREE WiFi

Ajaipaul Ram with Baba Ranjit Singh Dhadrianwale while on California visit during this weekend.

Features

FREE WiFi

FREE WiFi

All you can
eat italian
Buffet

(Our Dough is
Freshly Rolled Daily
and Made of the
Finest Ingredients)

Ram Gopal

Now Serving
Beer &Wine!

Ram Gopal (916) 448-6239
200 “J” Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

BUNDLE & SAVE UPTO
Let Nationwide combine your auto, home and life insurance policies.
You'll get our famous On Your Side * service and you could save up to
25%. To learn more about combining your policies, call us today.

Nationwide*
Insurance
www.nationwide.com/jhamat

25%

Manjinder S Jhamat
Jhamat Insurance Agency
1743 Grand Canal Blvd. Suite 12
Stockton CA 95207
(209) 472-2061
jhamatm@nationwide.com

Products underwritten by Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company
and Affiliated Companies, Columbus, OH, Subject to underwriting
guidelines, review and approval. Nationwide, the Nationwide
Framemark, and On Your Side are service marks of Nationwide
Mutual Insurance Company, Saving compared to standalone price
of each policy, based on national new customer data from May
2010. Availability and discounts vary by state and other factors.
ADP-1230 (06/11)

Manjinder S Jhamat

Rakesh Chander
Mikasa Homes & Funding
1601 S. De Anza Blvd, Suite 118
Cupertino, CA 95014

Rakesh Chander
Realtor

Cell: (916) 698-3808 Mikasa Homes & Funding
DRE Lic.: 01866732
Fax: (916) 725-5812
Email: mchander@comcast.net, Web: www.mikasafunding.com
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ñE siqgur pRsfid

vfihgurU jI kf Kflsf. vfihgurU jI kI Piqh..
siqgurU nfnk pRgitaf imwtI DuMD jwg cfnx hoaf..

Grand Nagar Kirtan 2012 Picture credit: Prem K.
Chumber (www.ambedkartimes.com)

34vyN mhfn sflfnf ngr kIrqn dIaF lwK lwK vDfeIaF
Xugo Xug atwl DMn DMn sRI gurU gRMQ sfihb jI dI gurqfgwdI ƒ
smripq 34vyN mhfn sflfnf ngr kIrqn dIaF KuÈIaF ivc gurduafrf
sfihb iswK tYNpl tfierf buafienf roz XUbf istI (kYlyPornIaf) ivKy
hr sfl dI qrHF ies vfr 3 nvMbr 2013 ƒ mnfey jf rhy mhfn ngr
kIrqn dIaF smUh ivÈv iswK BfeIcfry ƒ lwK lwK vDfeIaF

svrgI sRI lfhOrI rfm jI (kimÈnr)
jI dy smUh pirvfr vwloN

Ajai Paul Ram & Jagdev Ram

Late
Sh. Lahori Ram
(Commissioner)

