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ELK GROVE PAYS HOMAGE TO THE VICTIMS
OF OAK CREEK, WISCONSIN SHOOTING
By Dr. Amrik Singh
Elk Grove- Wisconsin shooting on a
Sikh Temple has aroused universal
indignation of Americans from all
walks of life. Elected leaders, Christians, Mormons, Ad-Dharm/Ravidassia, Buddhists, Muslims, and
Jews, and many other denominations meet with Sikhs on the occasion
of
interfaith
meetings,
candlelight vigils, and neighborhood
gatherings. The fact that it has
been happening all over America,
w h e r eve r
S i k h s ’
presence
is visible,
is viewed
favo ra b l y
by
the
n e w s
media.
Elected
leaders assure their support, religious heads
affirm their solidarity, and neighborhood gatherings convey acceptance of diversity in their streets.
Bradshaw Sikh Temple,
Dashmesh Darbar Sikh Temple, and
Diamond Club of California organized a Candlelight vigil in the Park
adjoining Joseph Kerr Middle
School, Elk Grove Blvd. on August
9, 2012 from 7-9 PM. Congressman Dan Lungren (R-Gold River),
Vice Mayor of Elk Grove, Patrick
Hume, Elk Grove City Council member Steve Detrich, Supervisor 5th
District Don Notolli, Mr. Jensen,
representative of Church of Latter

Day Saints, and Mr. Montgomery of
Elk Grove attended the vigil.
Congressman Dan Lungren
said, “There are a lot of misconceptions about Sikhs in the United
States. I hope more people will take
the time to learn about those who
follow the Sikh faith. What you will
find is a hard working family- oriented group of Americans with a
deep love of freedom. It is unfortunate that Sikh-Americans have
been subjected to hate crimes at an
alarming rate since 9/11.
Just last year in Elk
Grove, two Sikh Americans were the victims of
a tragic hate crime while
taking a stroll.
There is no place for
hate motivated attacks
in the United States and

this growing problem must
be addressed.” Congressman Dan Lungren serves as
Chairman on the House Administration Committee in
addition to serving on the
Judiciary and Homeland
Security Committees. Su-

pervisor Don Notolli said Sikhs are
an integral part of our society. Vice
Mayor appreciated Sikhs for enduring violence with dignity and their
continuous efforts to educate
Americans about their faith. Steve
Detrich emphatically asserted that
after two elderly Sikhs were shot,
Elk Grove is bracing up for creating
mutual understanding among different communities. He mentioned
about the Proclamation regarding
Cultural Awareness Week from August 19 - August 25, 2012 that the
Elk Grove City Council signed to
promote
greater
community unity
and civic
pride with
the City
of
Elk
Grove.
Res-

idents of Elk Grove of different
backgrounds joined in honoring victims of Oak Creek, Wisconsin with
Sikh community of Elk Grove and
surrounding areas. Narinder Singh
Aujala, president of Diamond Club,
Dr. Gurpreet Singh, president of
Bradshawe Sikh Temple, vice president, Balwant Virk, Gurinderpal
Singh, Gen. Secretary, Balbir Singh
Dhaliwal, Assistant Secretary,
Surinder Singh Dhadda, Tresurer,
Jaskarn Singh Atwal, John S. Gill,
Amandeep Singh, Parmjit Singh
Johl, Pargat Singh Sandhu, Toni
Mehta, Tinku Kalotia, Sital Singh
Nijjar, Tarlochan Singh Atwal of
Bradshaw Gurdwara, Bhagwant
Singh Kalotia and many others attended the ceremony. Among members of Dashmesh Darbar the
President Amrik Singh, Gurpreet
Singh, Ashok Singh, and Harjinder
Singh partnered in jointly organizing
the event.

CALIFORNIA ASSEMBLY SPEAKER APPOINTS WIECKOWSKI CHAIR OF JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
Sacramento-(Ambedkartimes.com
News Bureau)- Assembly Speaker
John Perez (D-Los Angeles) has appointed Assembly Member Bob
Wieckowski (D-Fremont) the new
chair of the Assembly Judiciary
Committee. The Speaker announced his new committee chairs
this afternoon.
“I am honored to take over
as the new chair of the Assembly
Judiciary Committee,” Wieckowski
said. “I have enjoyed serving with
Chairman (Mike) Feuer on the committee as a member and look forward to working with the Judiciary

consultants in this new position. I
appreciate the Speaker giving me
the opportunity to lead this important committee.”
Speaker Perez announced
his new leadership team and committee chairs as the legislative session prepares to wind down the
2011-2012 session on Aug. 31.
“This group represents a diverse
cross-section of California and offers an incredible amount of knowledge and expertise on the
important issues impacting our
state,” Speaker Perez said in a press
release. Wieckowski was elected to

the state Assembly in November 2010.
He
currently
serves as chair
of the Assembly’s Environmental Safety
and Toxic Materials Committee.
The new
committee assignments take
effect on Aug.
10. Wieckowski
represents the

20th Assembly District, which includes
all
of
Fremont,
Newark, Union City,
Milpitas and parts of
Castro
Valley,
Pleasanton, Hayward,
and San Jose. He is a
graduate of the University of California,
Berkeley and earned
a law degree from
Santa Clara University. He is a bankruptcy attorney in
Fremont.

"THE BASIS OF MY POLITICS LIES IN THE PROPOSITION THAT THE UNTOUCHABLES ARE NOT A SUB-DIVISION OR SUB-SECTION OF HINDUS,
AND THAT THEY ARE A SEPARATE AND DISTINCT ELEMENT IN THE NATIONAL LIFE OF INDIA." BODHISATTVA BABASAHEB B.R. AMBEDKAR
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DEMOCRACY AND SOCIAL JUSTICE
Democracy and social justice are
interrelated social processes. The
one is incomplete in the absence of
the other. Democracy offers freedom space to realize equality and
experience fraternity. Equality and
fraternity are the two essential ingredients of social justice, which
achieves its true form with the addition of liberty. Thus the trinity of
liberty, equality and fraternity constitutes the essence of social justice and the institution of
democracy provides the requisite
realm for its realization. Though
many scholars’ boasts of ancient
origins of democracy in India but it
would be prudent to argue that
democracy achieves its roots in the
real sense of the term with the
adoption of the constitution in independent India. Bodhisattva Baba
Saheb Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar, Chairman of Constitutional
Drafting Committee, worked very
hard to incorporate various provisions for the realization of social
justice in the Indian society. He
was of the firm views that if social
and economic parity remains an
elusive to the multitude of poor and
historically socially excluded people
in the country, then the very purpose of having parliamentary
democracy would not be served efficiently. He reiterated the seminal
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The demand for social justice was also raised at various platforms during the freedom struggle
movement in colonial India. AdMovements in North and South
India, Justice Party in South India,
Babu Mangu Ram Muggowalia

sented a number of resolutions to
the British Government for the removal of untouchability and special
provisions for the inclusion of socially excluded sections of the society in the public realm of power
and social domain.

Babu Mangu Ram Muggowalia joined hands with Bodhisattva Baba Saheb Dr. Bhimrao
Ramji Ambedkar in his struggle for
equal rights for the socially excluded people of India. When Baba
Saheb Dr. Ambedkar spreaded its
movement into the political agile
lands of Punjab with the formation
of Punjab chapter of Scheduled
Castes Federation, there was a
tremendous response from the
grassroots. That was precisely
the contributions of Ad Dharm
movement which laid the foundation stone of social justice
campaign in the state in the mid
1920s. But the irony of the
matter is that even after more
than six decades of India’s independence, Dalits in the country are still subjected to various
types of atrocities and social
discriminations. Though the Indian state, while making the optimum use of various anti
untouchability clauses of the
constitution, is doing its best to
bridle the monster of caste, but
still is more needed to be done at
the social level where the people
should come forward to internalize
the values of liberty, equality and
fraternity in order to realize the true
sense of democracy and social
justice.

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar - THE GREATEST INDIAN
By Ramesh Chander
Ambassador (IFS Rtd.)
"The hunt for The Greatest Indian
has come to a Celebratory End!
The votes are in and the people of
India have spoken.
The Greatest Indian to have
ever lived after Mahatma Gandhi is
Dr.B.R Ambedkar" This is the announcement made by the CNN-IBN
news channel on August 11, 2011
as the outcome of the poll conducted by them along with History
TV 18 channel and the magazine
Outlook. It is good to be late than
never -देर आयात दरुस्त आयात . This
recognition of Ambedkar was overdue. The CNN-IBN schedule of programmes indicates that the formal
announcement will be made on the
Independence Day on August 15.
Of course, it is a fulsome tribute to
the great son of India and rightly
so. The poll on the greatest Indian
conducted, in line with such polls
on the BBC, by the CNN-IBN and
History TV 18 is appreciable. The
media partner of the exercise, the
magazine Outlook has done a
tremendous work in bring out a

special number –‘B.R. Ambedkar –
Greater than Nehru’ which quite informative. My congratulations to
the organizers of the opinion poll.
T h r e e
t h i n g s
come
to
my mind
which
I
would like
to share.
One – to
become
the greatest Indian
is a well
d e s e r ve d
recognition of the
worthy
son of India, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
which shall be appreciated and accepted by all. Second, we shall
tend avoid the controversy on comparisons of greatness like the greatest Indian after Gandhi or greater
than Nehru. The fact that Ambedkar has topped the elite club of the
greats by his own right, the other
greats like Gandhi and Nehru and

many more have become ‘one of
the greats. The monopoly has been
broken. Thirdly, it is clear that
Ambedkar is not an icon of the dalits
alone
but a national hero.
The earlier
it is accepted the
better. Yog e n d ra
Yadav, one
of the Jury
members,
rightly said
in his assessment
“The selection
(of
nominees) as much about us…we
still largely see through Nehru’s
eyes. Dr. Ambedkar stands very
very tall (despite being ignored by
the main stream). He was just not
a dalit icon but a scholar as well.”
Yet another thought before
I conclude. It is the hypocrisy of the
urban middle class. The Market Research Survey, one of the compo-

nents of the poll for the greatest Indian, conducted by AC Neilsen
ranked Ambedkar at number 6 out
of the ten short listed. It clears
spells the mindset of the caste ridden society. The Jury of the poll
was high power and well represented by the intelligential and the
upper crust of the society. The intellectual bankruptcy was at its
best. Out of the 28 members of the
jury only 6 voted for Ambedkar as
against 14 for Nehru. Two of the
Jury members voted for Patel and
one for JRD Tata. Five members did
not cast their votes. The Jury
ranked Ambedkar at number 2
after Nehru. The popular vote
clearly and decisively weighed in
favour of Ambedkar with highest
number of votes. In spite of all obvious odds, Ambedkar made it to
the top in the final run. The final results would be formally made
known on August 15. The media is
silent. No national paper, to my
knowledge, has picked up the event
as news worthy. It is shameful of
the so-called independent and
free media.
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FUTURE OF PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY
This speech was delivered by Babasaheb Dr. Ambedkar at D.A.V. College, Jalandhar on 28th of October, 1951
I am indeed thankful to you for the
great Honour done to me of asking
me to address the special session
of your parliament. During my
whole life I have been, so to say, a
wanderer from subject to subject,
from profession to profession. I
began my career as a Professor of
Political Economics in the Government Commerce College, Bombay
after my return from England. But I
soon felt that the Government
Service was no good for a man
who was bound by rules of discipline. He is hampered at every
stage in his work of public service.
I then went back to England and
qualified for the Bar. After my return I rested for a short period and
then accepted the post of the Principal of the Law College at Bombay.
I came back to the profession of
teaching. I worked as the Principal
of the Law College for five years.
Then the 1935 Government of India
Act came into being which brought
the popular legislatures into being
for the first time. I then thought of
taking a jump into politics and I left
the service and took to politics.
Since then I have alternatively been
doing legal practice and serving the
public. Legal practice and public
service are thus the alternating currents in my life, and I do not know
on which current my life will end,
whether A.C. or D.C.
I am very fond of the teaching profession. I am also very fond
of students. I have dealt with them.
I have lectured them in my life. This
is the first opportunity I have got to
address students since my resignation from the Cabinet. I am very
glad to talk to students. A great
deal of the future of this country
must necessarily depend on the
students of this country. Students
are an intelligent part of the community and they can shape public
opinion. I, therefore, take special
pleasure in addressing you the
members of the Parliament and I
am really thankful for the opportunity given me.
When your principal wrote
to me requesting me to address
you, he did not indicate any particular topic on which I shall speak to
you this morning. But suddenly, as
usually happens in my case, in the
flash of a moment the subject became clear to me and I have decided to speak a few words to you
on the subject of parliamentary
government. The time at my disposal is very short and I will therefore be able to give only a brief
analysis of the subject.
During the discussion in the
Constituent Assembly there was a

variety of opinion as regards the nature of the Constitution that we
should have. Some preferred the
British system; some the American
system. There were others who did
not want either of these two types
of government. But after a long discussion, a large majority if members came to a conclusion that the
system of the Parliamentary Government as it is in Britain is best
suited to our country.
There are some sections of
people who do not
like
Parliamentary
Government. Communists want the
Russian type of government. The socialists are also against
the present Constitution of India. They
are agitating against
it. They have declared that if they
come to power, they
will modify it. Personally speaking, I
am very attached to
the
Parliamentary
system of Government. We must
understand what it means and we
must preserve it in constitution.
What is meant by Parliamentary
Government? There is a book on
the English Constitution written by
Walter Baggot; it is indeed a classic
treatise. It was later expanded by
other authorities on constitutional
government like Laski and others.
He has put the conception of the
Parliamentary Government in one
sentence. He says Parliamentary
Government means government by
discussion and not by fisticuffs.
You will always find in the British
system of Government that they
hardly ever resort to fisticuffs when
taking any decision. The decision is
always taken after discussion. Nobody introduces the element of disturbance in the British parliament.
Look at French Politics. Decisions
are arrived at more than often by
knocking knockout blows. You will
find that this system is hardly adequate to those not born in that system. It is an alien institution to
them. We must learn, understand
and make it a success.
Parliamentary democracy is
unknown to us ar present. But
India, at one time, had Parliamentary institutions. India was far more
advanced in ancient times. If you
go throughout the Suktas of Mahaprinibbana, you will find ample
evidence in support of my point. In
these Suktas it is stated that while
Bhagwan Buddha was dying at
Kusinara (Kusinagara) a message to

the effect was sent to the Mallas
who were sitting in session at that
time. They were decided that they
should not close the session but
would carry on with their work and
would go to Kusinara after finishing
the business of the Parliament.
There are innumerable references in
our literature to prove that the Parliamentary system of Government
was not unknown to us. There are
many rules about Parliamentary
procedure. May’s parliamentary
practice is generally
followed. One rule
that is invariably
followed
everywhere is that there
can be no discussion without a motion. That is why
there is no discussion on a question.
The rule was also
practiced in our
land in ancient
times. The system
of secret ballot now
in vogue is also not
new to us; it was
followed in Buddhist Sanghas. They
had the ballot papers which they
called Salapatraka Grahakas. Unfortunately, we have lost this entire
past heritage that was good. Historians of India must tackle this question as to why these parliamentary
institutions disappeared from our
land. But I find that they cannot or
do not want to find out the reasons
for it. Ancient India was the master
of the world. There was such intellectual freedom in ancient India as
was nowhere else to be found.
Then why was it that this ancient
civilization went to the dogs? Why
was India subject to autocratic
monarchies? We were familiar with
parliamentary institutions, we knew
about votes, voting, committees
and other things related to parliamentary institutions. Today the Parliamentary system of government is
alien to us. If we go to a village, we
will find that the villagers do not
know what it is to vote, or what a
party is. They find it something
strange some thing alien. It is,
therefore, a great problem as how
to preserve this institution. We will
have to educate the public; we will
have to tell them the benefits of
Parliamentary Democracy and of
the Parliamentary system of Government. We know what Baggot
means by Parliamentary government. But today his definition is of
no use, it is utterly inadequate.
There are three main things inherent in the Parliamentary system of
Government. Parliamentary Govern-

ment means negation of hereditary
rule. No person can claim to be a
hereditary ruler. Whoever wants to
rule must be elected by the people
from time to time. He must obtain
the approval of the people. Hereditary rule has no sanction in the Parliamentary system of government.
Secondly, any law, any
measure applicable to the public life
of the people must be based on the
advice of the people chosen by the
people. No single individual can presume the authority that he knows
everything, that he can make the
laws and carry the government.
The laws are to be made by representatives of the people in the Parliament. They are the people who
can advise the men in whose name
the law can be proclaimed. That is
the difference between the monarchical system Government and the
democratic system Government. In
monarchy, the affairs of the people
are carried on in the name of the
monarch and under the authority of
the monarch. In democracy the affairs of the public are carried on in
the name of the head of state but
the laws and the executive measures are the authority on which the
government is carried on. The head
of state is the titular head; he is
merely a symbol. He is consecrated
‘Murti’. He can be worshipped but
he is not allowed to carry out the
government of the country. The
government of the country is carried out, though in his name, by the
elected representatives of the
people.
Thirdly and lastly, the Parliamentary system of government
means that at a stated period those
who want to advise the head of
state must have the confidence of
the people in them renewed. In
Britain, formerly, the Parliament
were carried out every seven years.
The Chartists agitated against this;
they wanted annual elections. The
motive behind this agitation was
very praiseworthy indeed. It would
have been best in the interests of
the people if annual elections were
held, had it been possible, of
course. But Parliamentary elections
are very costly affairs. So some sort
of compromise was arrived at and
a five year period was supposed to
be the responsible period at which
the legislators and the ministers
were to go back to the people and
obtain the fresh renewal of their
confidence.
This is also not enough.
The Parliamentary system of Government is much more than government by discussion. There are two
(Cont.. on next page)
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This speech was delivered by Babasaheb Dr. Ambedkar at D.A.V. College, Jalandhar on 28th of October, 1951
pillars on which the Parliamentary
system of Government rests. These
are the fulcrums on which the
mechanism works. Those two pillars are an opposition and free and
fair elections.
For the last 20 or 30 years
we acclimatized to one single political party. We have nearly forgotten
the necessity and importance of opposition for the fair working of Parliamentary Democracy. We are
continuously told that opposition is
an evil. Here again we are forgetting what the past history has to
tell us. You know that there were
Nibandhnars to interpret the Vedas
and Smrities. They used to begin
their comments on Slokas and Sutras by stating firstly the Parva Pakshs, the one side of the question.
They used to follow up by given the
Uttar Paksha, the other side. By this
they wanted to show us that the
question raised was notan easy
question, it is a question where
there is dispute, discussion and
doubt. Then they used to give what
they termed as Adhikiran where
they used to criticize both the Pakshas. Finally, they gave the Siddhant, their own decisions. From
here we can find that all our ancient
teachers believed in the two party
system of Government.
One important thing in the
Parliamentary Democracy is that
people should know the other side,
if there are two sides to a question.
Hence a functional opposition is required. Opposition is the key to a
free political life. No democracy can
do without it. Britain and Canada,
the two exponents of the Parliamentary system of Government,
recognize this important fact and in

both countries the Leader of the
Opposition is paid a salary by the
Government. They regard the opposition as an essential thing. People
of these countries believe that the
opposition should be as much alive
as the Government. The Government may suppress the facts; the
government may have only onesided propaganda. The people have
made provision against these eventualities in both these countries.
A free and fair election is
the other pillar on which Parliamentary Democracy rests. Free and fair
elections are necessary for the
transfer of power from one section
for the community to the other in a
peaceful manner and without any
bloodshed. In older times, if a king
died, there was at least one murder
in the palace. Revolution used to
take place in the palace resulting in
murders before the new king used
to take the reign of his country into
his authority. This has been the history of India. Elections must be
completely free and fair. People
must be left to themselves to
choose those whom they want to
send to the Legislatures.
Now the question arises as
to whether there is any desire on
the part of the party in power to
permit any opposition to be created. Congress does not want any
opposition. Congress is attempting
to gather people of sundry views
under one canopy. I ask you
whether this is a desirable trend in
the Political life of this country.
What about free and fair elections?
We must not lose sight of the fact
that Big Business is trying to play a
great part in the political life of this
country. The amount that is being

TRAGEDY AT WISCONSIN SIKH TEMPLE
The Consulate General of
India in San Francisco is deeply saddened by the senseless act of violence
perpetrated at the Wisconsin Sikh
Temple where a gunman needlessly
took the lives of six peaceful worshippers and injured many. Our prayers
and condolences go out to families
and friends of the victims.
In an unprecedented move, on
6th August, 2012, the California State
Assembly passed a Resolution recognizing India's Independence Day and
urged all Californians to join in celebrating the diversity of cultures. During that time, the Hon'ble Speaker of
the Assembly, Mr. John Perez, echoing the sentiments of the House, expressed anguish at this senseless act of violence and the loss of
innocent lives. The entire Assembly observed a minute’s silence in remembrance of those who lost their lives in the tragedy.

contributed to Congress on behalf
of Big Business is a very dangerous
thing. If moneyed people try to influence the elections by contributing to the election fund of any
political party, what will be the result? If the party which they have
supported financially comes into
power, they will try to extract concessions for themselves either by
modifying the present legislation or
by influencing the party in power to
legislate in such a manner as would
be beneficial to their interests. I ask
you, gentlemen, whether under
these circumstances there is any
hope left for the Parliamentary system of Government to do any good
to the country. I would like to refer
to the Mahabharat. During the battle between the Pandvas and the
Kaurvas, Bhishma and Drona were
on the side of the Kaurvas. The
Pandvas were in the right and the
Kaurvas were in the wrong.
Bhishma admitted this.When some
body asked Bhishma as to why he
was supporting the Kaurvas if he
found the Pandvas to be in the
right. Bhishma replied in the memorable sentence. I must be loyal to
the salt if I eat the food of the Kaurvas. I must take their side even if
they might be in the wrong.
Today the same thing is
happening. Congress is accepting
the financial help of the Banias,
Marwaries and other multimillionaires. Congress is eating their food
and it follows therefore naturally
that Congress will have to take the
side of these Big Businesses at all
crucial times. We also find that the
government servants are influencing the elections in favour of the
party which is feeding them and

their dependents. No less a personality than Dr. Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee, at the inaugural session
for the Bhartiya Jan Sangh at Delhi
recently, openly charged government servants of helping the Congress and thereby nullifying the
elections from being free and fair.
Under these circumstances, do you,
gentlemen, think that there is any
hope for Parliamentary Democracy
to succeed?
If Parliamentary Democracy
fails in this country, and is bound to
fail for the reasons mentioned by
me, the only result will be rebellion,
anarchy and Communism. If the
people in power do not realize that
people will not tolerate hereditary
authority, then this country is
doomed.
Either Communism will
come, Russia having sovereignty
over our country, destroying individual liberty and our independence, or
the section of the people who are
disgruntled at the failure of the
party in power will start a rebellion
and anarchy will prevail.
Gentlemen, I want you to
take note of these eventual certainties and if you wish that the Parliamentary system of Government and
Parliamentary Democracy prevail in
this country If you are satisfied that
we cherish the inherent right of individual liberty, then it is your duty
as students, as the intelligent community of our country, to strive your
utmost to cherish this Parliamentary system of Government in its
true spirit and work for it. Gentlemen, I have done. I thank you for
having given me this opportunity to
address this august gathering.
www.ambedkartimes.com
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SHRI GURU RAVIDASS SABHA SACRAMENTO MOURNS OAK CREEK SHOOTING
Sacramento-(Ambedkartimes.com
News Bureau): The executive committee of Shri Guru Ravidass Temple Rio Linda (Sacramento)
organized a candlelight vigil on its
premises on August 11, 2012 from
8 PM-10 PM. Speaking on the occasion Satish Ralh, president of the
Gurdwara said that Oak Creek
shooting was an attack on diversity
and American democracy. He appreciated the heroism of Lt. Brian
Murphy in defending American citizens, and paid tribute to Satwant
Singh Kaleka’s bravery in defending
his congregation. Ramesh Bangar,
the secretary of
the
Gurdwara,
stressed Gurbani’s
role in accepting
such
tragedies.
Tavinder
Kajla,
member of the
Supreme Council
Shri Guru Ravidass
Sabhas, USA, also said that as

Pictures by: Prem K. Chumber / www.ambedkartimes.com / www.deshdoaba.com

American citizens they have rights
to safety and security. The attack in

Wisconsin was against American
values.

Prem Kumar Chumber editor-in-chief
www.ambedkartimes.com appreciated the role of American media in
covering the whole incident. He
specially referred to CNN’s extensive focus on victims’ families and
Brian Murphy’s and Kaleka’s
chivalry. Chumber said President
Mr. Barack Obama’s proclamation
to fly American flag half-staff until
August 10, 2012 was a clear message to the skinheads that there
was no place for hatred in America.
Raj Kumar Sood appreciated American society in general for standing
with Sikhs in their grief. Among
others who attended the congregation were
Dr.
Gurpreet
Singh, President
of
Bradshaw
Gurdwara and
Dr. Amrik Singh
of
California
State University Sacramento.

BABU MANGU RAM MUGOWALIA AND AD-DHARMA MOVEMENT
While recalling the significance of
the role of the Ad-Dharma movement launched by Babu Mangu
Ram of Mugowal in the year 1926,
for espousing the cause of the Untouchables of the pre-partition Punjab, we must remind ourselves of
the circumstances prevailing in
those times. For, since then tremendous changes have taken place in
the social, political and administrative fields, and not many of the
present times may have a precise
idea of the harrowing conditions
and environments in which our people found themselves.
Till about the mid-twenties
there was no social and political
awakening among the untouchables. People had been fed on the
deceptive and demoralising Brahmanical philosophy that the Untouchables were born as such not
by any coincidence but because of
their accumulated bad deeds committed in the past lives. As a consequence, they were disentitled to
get education, to own and possess
property, to take to professions and
avocations of their own liking and
choice, and to a place of equality,
honour and dignity in society. This
was the divine dispensation. It was
dinned into their ears day in and
day our that this was not due either
to their own fault in this life or to
the fault of society that they were
born in the lowest and wretched
castes, and, therefore, they were
made to suffer untold hardships
and punishments under the edict of
the Almighty for their past sins.
Out of sheer ignorance these mis-

guided and
gullible people
tacitly
accepted
their cursed fate foisted on them by
the clever sort. For their woeful sufferings they would beat their foreheads in utter helplessness and say
pathetically that it was due to their
inevitable fate and destiny. It never
occurred to them, and there was
none to tell them, that they were
being duped and cheated by the
uppermost strata of society who
were interested in keeping them
under their feet. They could not understand why others who were
leading most sinful lives before
their very eyes were enjoying all
comforts of life both good and bad.
The good deeds of the ignorant and
unsophisticated people of this life
were of no consequence for them
in this life; they were being stored
and preserved for consideration in
the life to come. It was a very cunning ruse played on the ignorant
and deprived people.
There was none among the
Untouchables to raise the banner of
revolt against this aggression, oppression, tyranny, deception and
exploitation of the poor and the ignorant committed behind the facade of religious philosophy. There,
however, appeared on the scene an
inspired soul in the person of Babu
Mangu Ram of Mugowal, who
came back from America after a
decade’s sojourn there. There he
was a member of the Ghadar Party
formed by the Indians living there
to supplement the struggle of free-

d
o
m
launched by
the nationalists here.
On reaching home Babu Mangu
Ram founded an organisation under
the name Ad-Dharma Mandal. Soon
a band of enthusiastic and devoted
workers gathered around him. The
message brought by Babu Mangu
Ram was new inspiring. It was
aimed at awakening the Un-touchable. The message called upon
them to know and realise themselves as they had forgotten their
true selves due to the hostile influences in which they had been living
for thousands of years. It caught
the imagination and hearts of the
oppressed and down-trodden people and soon Babu Mangu Ram’s
name became a household word.
He succeeded remarkably well in
creating awareness and awakening
the people. His path was beset with
difficulties and he had to work
against odds and trying circumstances. Financial difficulties apart,
he and his co-workers were chased
everywhere and hounded out of
bound out of bounds of towns and
villages by the Hindus, and quite
often they had to hold their meeting and conferences in open fields.
One such incident also took place
at Una. A weekly “Adi-Danka” in
Punjabi was also started to carry
the message to every nook and corner of the province. This was the
beginning of the struggle for getting back the human rights of
which they had been deprived of
for centuries. Wherever Babu

Ishwar Das Pawar,
District & Sessions Judge (Retd.)

Mangu Ram went, the people were
eager to have a glimpse of their
beloved leader and benefactor. He
did the pioneering work to awaken
the people. My own relations with
him had been very close and cordial. From my college days I had
been attending meetings of the AdDharma Mandal and also occasionally contributing small articles to
the Adi-Danka.
In the crucial days of the
Round Table Conference held in
London in the early thirties for the
purpose of hammering out a new
political set up for our country,
Babu Mangu Ram worked enthusiastically shoulder with the greatest
leader of the underdog, Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar, who was representing
the Untouchables of the County at
the Conference, to strengthen his
hands in his historic struggle for securing political rights for his people
on the basis of their being a separate and distinct political entity.
Babu Mangu Ram will be
long remembers as the devoted pioneer in the crusade against social
and political injustice. He fought relentlessly even in the face of crippling
heavy
odds
for
the
achievements of the goal. Whatever
rights we have been able to snatch
so far is entirely due to these
great men.
There is needed to look
back lest we should forget our
benefactors-the brave soldiers who
fought our battles.
Courtesy: Souvenir, 1985 Babu
Mangu Ram Mugowalia 99th Birth
Anniversary, By Mr. C. L. Chumber
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A Candlelight Vigil held in Lodi Sikh Temple

Lodi (Ambedkar Times News Bureau)- A Candlelight Vigil was held in Lodi Sikh Temple on August
6, 2012 at 7 PM. Residents of Lodi, California
joined with Sikhs to express their sympathies for
victims of Oak Creek Sikh Temple shooting on
Sunday, August 5, 2012. The attack on Sikh

house of worship by a skinhead white supremacist, Wade Michael Page, devastated
the Sikh community grievously. Sikhs have
been a target of gun violence after 9/11
mainly because they are most visible due to
their turbans and beards.
Americans quite often mistake Sikhs
for Taliban or Arabs because there is hardly
any information about the community in

school textbooks. More than a decade after 9/11,
Americans don't have much information about
the fifth largest religion of the world. The turban
for Sikhs is a sign of commitment to principles
of equality, liberty and fraternity. Sikh pioneers
fought in World War I and II with their turbans.
Eighty thousand Sikhs died fighting for Allied
forces in Europe along with American troops.
Prominent among the Candlelight Vigil attendees was 25 year old Ricky Gill who is contesting from 9th US Congressional District
against the democrat congressman Jerry McNerney. Ricky Gill is a native of Lodi and is fast
catching up with voters of the 9th Congressional
District. Congressman McNerney also attended
the brief ceremony. Rex Dhatt, President of

American Punjabi Chamber of Commerce, conducted the stage. Kuljit Singh Nijjar, General Secretary of the Pacific Coast Khalsa Diwan Society
Stockton, Bhajan Singh Bhinder of Sikh Information Center, Gurjit S. Attorney at Law, Sarbjit
Singh, Assistant Vice President of Well Fargo
Bank, Clearance Chan, Attorney at Law were
among many reputed residents of the region.
Mr. Bhinder on behalf of the Sikh community
condemned the dastardly shooting by a White
Supremacist who, he said, was not free from his
hatred in the land of the free, and who proved

to be a coward in the land of the brave.
He also thanked all
members of Lodi and Stockton communities for
sharing their feelings with Sikhs.

California State Assembly passed a Resolution
Sacramanto, (Ambedkar Times News Bureau)- In an unprecedented
move, the California State Assembly passed a Resolution today, recognizing August 15th as India's Independence Day and urged all Californians to join in celebrating the diversity of cultures.
The Resolution was moved by Mr. Bob Wieckowski, the popular
Assembly Member from the
Bay area, and it was supported by a number of other
members, including Mr. Tony
Mendoza and Mr. Henry Perea.
The Hon'ble Speaker of the
Assembly, Mr. John Perez,
who spoke in support of the
Resolution, praised India as
the largest functioning democracy and a really important
country in the world.
He
added that this year's Independence Day celebrations in
the U.S. are being held in the
shadow of a senseless human
tragedy at Wisconsin Sikh
Temple where a gunman needlessly took the lives of six
peaceful worshippers and injured many. The entire Assembly observed a minute of silence in remembrance of those who lost their lives in the tragedy. After the Resolution
was passed with overwhelming support, it was handed over to Consul
General N. Parthasarathi, who had been specially invited to the Floor of
the House to participate in the event. He was introduced to the Assembly.
Ms. Ellen Corbett, the Senate Majority Leader, was also present
and was fully supportive of the initiative. It may be recalled that N.
Parthasarathi, Consul General, had been honoured on the floor of the
Senate by Senate Majority Leader Ms. Corbett and on the floor of the

Assembly by Speaker of the Assembly, Mr. John Perez on 23rd April this
year. Vice Mayor of Fremont, Ms. Anu Natrajan, along with several community leaders, also participated in the event. Summary of the Resolution passed by the State Assembly is as follows:
India's Independence Day
WHEREAS, On August 14/15, 1947, at the
stroke of midnight, the
First Prime Minister of
India, Jawaharlal Nehru,
gave his famous Tryst with
Destiny speech proclaiming
India’s independence; and
WHEREAS, considered to be one of the
great speeches of all time,
the
Tryst with Destiny
speech,
captured the
essence of the 100-year
nonviolent Indian freedom
struggle against British
colonial rule in India; and
WHEREAS, India’s
Independence Day is one of
the most important national
holidays in India, and the key event of the day takes place in Delhi where
the Prime Minster hoists the national flag at the Red Fort and, delivers a
nationally televised speech that highlights the achievements of the Government, discusses current issues and future plans for progress, and pays
tribute to the leaders of India’s struggle for freedom; and
WHEREAS, observed on August 15 of each year, India's Independence Day, was celebrated by 400 million Indians in 1947 and today
is commemorated by a billion people living in India, and many people living in other parts of the world, including California, which is home to the
largest population of Asian Indians in the United States.
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West Sacramento Sikh Temple and Interfaith Groups of Greater Sacramento
Sacramento. (Ambedkar Times News
Bureau)--West Sacramento Gurdwara, the first
Sikh Temple of the Sacramento region, welcomed members of the Interfaith groups to join
in a special prayer meeting on Wednesday
evening to honor six members of the Sikh community gunned down by a white supremacist on
August 5, 2012 in Oak Creek, Wisconsin. Darshan Singh Mundy, Public Relation officer of the
Gurdwara introduced the congregation about
Sikh Gurus' mission of peace, honest living
through hard work, and recitation of Name of
the One creator, and sharing with others without any distinction of class, race, caste and gender. He emphasized Gurdwaras, (Sikh Temples)

are open to all, and one individual's criminal act
can't force Sikhs to restrict the entry of people
on the basis of class and color. The message of
Sikh Gurus' is to welcome all in Sikh Temples
even though violent forces make it impossible.
Religious leaders from Christian, Catholic, Mormon, Muslims, Jewish and many other denominations condemned Wade Michael Page's act
of violence against Sikhs.
They made it loud and clear that he didn't represent them and American values. Jon
Fish, President of the Interfaith Council of
Greater Sacramento assured support to the Sikh
community in this hour of great tragedy. Rabi
Nancy Wechsler of Carmichael said Sikh are not

alone in their sorrow. Assembly and Senate
members sent their staff to ex press their condolences. Officials of Pacific Islander addressed
to condemn domestic terrorists' attempt to disrupt peace.
City Council of Elk Grove representative
said heinous crimes against Sikhs have increased. The killer of two elderly Sikhs in Elk
Grove are still on the loose. Mayor of Elk Grove
asserted that they wouldn't tolerate because it
hurt them all.
After the prayer meeting, members of
Interfaith were led to the Langar Hall to share
food with one and all. Langar in the Sikh faith
is as important as hard work and prayer.

Pictures by: Prem K. Chumber / www.ambedkartimes.com / www.deshdoaba.com

GRUESOME TRAGEDY AT SIKH TEMPLE IN WISCONSIN
O.P. Balley: General Secretary, Supreme Council Shri Guru Ravidass Sabhas USA
The Supreme Council Shri Guru Ravidass
Sabhas, USA is deeply saddened to learn about the
senseless act of violence where in six innocent lives
were lost while worshipping with the recitation of
Akhand Path (Uninterrupted Recitation) at the temple. This gruesome tragedy is beyond words to describe. On behalf the council and its affiliated Sabhas
we express our heart- felt condolences to the members of the bereaved families in particular for loss of
their loved ones and the entire Sikh community in
general at this difficult time. We also support and join
hands with the entire Sikh fraternity and brotherhood

while holding candle- light vigils throughout the nation to ventilate their silent and peaceful protests at
this unprovoked and senseless killing of human lives.
We also strongly support their efforts to ensure that
such horrific tragedy does not repeat itself in future
at the hands of some misguided elements of society.
This council is a staunch believer in the teachings of
Guru Granth Sahib as enshrined in its holy pages.
The Sikh religion founded by Guru Nanak
Dev Ji more than 500 years ago is a spiritual home
to those who desire and attain peace with respect.
Guru Nanak dev Ji’s philosophy brought about a so-

cial awakening in the entire spectrum of Indian society where centuries of social and religious
discrimination had caused people
to go into a “delusionary sleep”.
We, living in America and other foreign countries,
must maintain our constant touch and communication with the mainstream society about our culture
and religion to foster an environment of mutual respect, goodwill and harmony which will definitely
help in avoiding any possible sectarian and racial
violence.
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DIVERSITY IN LIMELIGHT AT STATE CAPITAL CANDLELIGHT VIGIL
By Dr. Amrik Singh
The west side of the California State
Capitol on 10th Street and Capital Mall became
the site of an interfaith candlelight vigil on August 10, 2012 from 7-9 PM. On the call of
Florin Japanese American Citizens League and
the Sacramento Sikh community, more than
1000 Americans joined to honor mass murders
of six Sikhs and injury of three more in gun attack by a white supremacist.
Jim Whitekar, Sutter county supervisor
spoke on Sikhs’ lifestyle that, according to him,
is best demonstrated during annual Sikh Parade
in Yuba City, when more than sixty thousand
Sikhs descend on the city to display their respect for other religions and ethnicities. Jasjot
Kaur Mann, a young girl mentioned bravery of
Lt. Brian Murphy in saving many lives of the
congregation. She said the attack was not on
Sikhs, but on American values. She was all
praise for the CNN’s coverage and other
media’s spotlight on the tragic event. Rev.
Michael quoted Guru Nanak’s hymn that says
‘Truth is high, but higher still is the truthful living.” Darshan Singh Mundy, public relation officer of West Sacramento Sikh Temple

appreciated the solidarity shown by different
faiths and organizations in the hour of their
grief. He joined with a large number of Sikhs including West Sacramento Sikh Temple president
Balbir Singh Dhillon, development officer, Surjit
Singh Dhillon, Amar Shergill of Shergill Law Firm
and many others executive members.
Vice President of the Pacific Islander
said, “We are all Sikh today. We won’t take this
type of abuse any more. He reminded how
Japanese American had to live in concentration
camps due to racial hatred.” Sister Hansa of
Brahmkumari sect said that Sikhs defended
India’s borders and they defend others.” Dr.
Jasbir Singh Kang from Yuba City said, “Love is
the ruling principle in any community’s life.
Mental illness should be treated with love and
compassion.” He pointed out that the lack of information in school textbooks was one of the
major reasons of prevailing ignorance. School
textbooks should have more information about
Sikhs. UC Davis student Amarinder Singh
shared that Satwant Singh Kaleka was one of
his close relatives. Kaleka was really a very
nice man.
According to Andy Noguchi, co-chair of

Florin JACL, besides many Sikh Temples, several
hundred supporters outside of the Sikh community including the diverse Sacramento Interfaith
Council headed by Jon Fish, Muslim, Christian,
Jewish and many other communities, plus
dozens of organizations participated to show
solidarity. About a dozen Florin JACL members
including President Marielle Tsukamoto joined
with friends. Jewish Voice for Peace member,
Zohreh Whittaker, Tho Vinh Banh and by Prem
Kumar Chumber editor of www.ambedkartimes.com took pictures of the entire rally.
California State University Sacramento
student Zaki Syed stole the limelight during the
candlelight vigil Friday night. Zaki blended Sikh
beliefs of interracial tolerance and community
service with the most horrific act of white supremacist in rampaging the congregation, and
bravery of Kaleka in grappling with him. His
team Desi 916, includes mostly his Sikh friends
such as HS Singh, Guri Singh, Gagan Singh
Danyal Iqbal, and DJ Amarjeet Ratu. It appears
that new generation of young Americans have
more advanced perceptions about improving
race relations among people of diverse
backgrounds.
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